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Course: Contemporary Topics in 
Latin America 

Code: PDCP1 

 

Program: International Relations 

 

Syllabus  

Latin America: Polarization, democratic backsliding, and the crisis of 
democracy. This course introduces the concepts of democracy, 
authoritarianism, democratic backsliding, and democratic crisis. The 
course explores how these phenomena manifest currently in Latin 
American countries and identifies similarities and differences with 
global trends. 

 

Learning objectives 

By the end of the course, students should be able to: 

• Conceptualize pernicious polarization, democratic backsliding, 
and democratic crisis. 

• Understand how these issues manifest within the region. 
• Compare cases across different countries. 

 

Methodology 

Expository lectures and student seminars focusing on topics related to 
the democratic crisis in the Latin American countries studied. 

 

Program 
 

1. Concepts and problematization: Democracy, authoritarianism, 
polarization, and democratic backsliding. 
2. Conceptualizing the Crisis of Democracy. 
3. Crisis of neoliberal capitalism?  
4. The Case of Venezuela. 
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5. Is Brazil experiencing a crisis of democracy?  
6. Radicalization in Peru. 
7. The far right in Chile. 
 

Grade criteria: Classroom participation, exam, seminar, and final 
paper. 
 

The final grade is divided into two parts: N1 and N2. 
 
 
N1 (40%): Exam. 
 
 
N2 (60%): Seminar (20%), classroom participation (10%), and the 
final version of the term paper (70%). 
 

Notes: 

• Depending on the number of enrolled students, the exam and 
the term paper may be done in pairs. 

• Seminars must cover related topics such as impacts on foreign 
policy, economy, culture, regional balance of power, or 
international economic relations. 

• The term paper must include its own specific bibliography.  
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