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Hello Delegates! Welcome to the Forum FAAP 2022, especially to the World Health Organization committee. This year we will approach the theme: ‘Preparing for the Next World Pandemic’. We believe in
the importance of this theme, due to the recent events with the COVID-19 virus. In 2020, we saw the
world stopping, governments collapsing, families being torn apart and all because of the recent global
pandemic. In our event, we hope that you, delegates, in face of the solutions proposed by the WHO for
containing COVID, such as social distance, lockdowns, face mask, vaccines and more, can come together
to create interim measures to prevent such caos from never happening again. We, the Chair of this
committee, encourage you to research and study the problems and mainly our organization priority for
the days of the Fórum. We will address the topic through several caucus, in various formats, while the
delegates elaborate agendas and resolutions that will formally come to a conclusion of the theme of our
organization. We hope to see you in the Forum, and we're all excited to work together!
Delegates, it is an honor to be talking to you! My name is Rafael Heineken, I am an International Relations student currently in the third semester and in this edition of the Forum FAAP I’ll be working as
your Chair. As of previous simulations, I can say this is my second Forum FAAP and that this will be the
19th MUN I take part in. We are really looking forward to meeting everyone of you and to the debating
days, since the topic chosen has everything to do with the moment we were living in the last two years!
With that said, we, again, really hope forward to the Forum FAAP days and hope you’ll make wonderful
resolutions and, above all that, have fun in our committee!
‘Hello delegates! I´m Gabriel Montelli and I will be the Assistant Chair of the World Health Organization
Committee. I´m in the third semester of an International Relations degree and this is my second time
at the Forum FAAP as also a Chair member. This will also be my 7th MUN I participate in. Fórum FAAP
is an remarkable event that shows you how the largest International Organization in the world works,
with pivotal themes and debates. I'm delighted to join this committee and hope that this will be a phenomenal experience.
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Hello, my fellow delegates! I am Mariana Zambrana and I will be the Assistant Chair of WHO’s committee. I am a second-year student of International Relations in FAAP and this will be my second time as
Chair member in the Forum FAAP. This event is a marvelous experience for students to develop new
perspectives, discuss contemporary topics and learn more about solutions for world issues. I am very
excited about this debate, and it will be a pleasure to join you in this year’s simulation.
Hello delegates! My name is Gianluca Mascheretti and I will be the rapporteur in this WHO’s committee. I am currently studying International Relations in FAAP, and this is my first forum experience, so
I’m hoping it goes great for everyone! I’m expecting a life changing experience that will impact and
improve me in all aspects, such as communications and debate skills. Desiring the best of all time WHO’s
simulation for everyone, and I expect everyone to have fun and debate with respect!
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COMMITTEE’S HISTORY AND

Denmark, Sweden-Norway, and the United States

SCOPE

did not sign this convention, it was unanimously
agreed to codify and implement the work of the

The International Sanitary Conferences (ISC), the
previous conferences. Subsequent conferences
first of which was held on 23 June 1851, were
from 1902 to the last in 1938 expanded the
a series of conferences that lasted until 1938.
diseases that the ISC dealt with to include the
The first conference, held in Paris, dealt almost
control of yellow fever, brucellosis, leprosy,
exclusively with cholera, which was to remain
tuberculosis, and typhoid fever. The successes of
the most important disease for the ISC for most
the conferences soon led to the creation of the
of the 19th century. Since the etiology, and even
Pan American Sanitary Bureau (1902) and the
the transmissibility, of many epidemic diseases
Office International d'Hygiène Publique (1907).
was still uncertain and the subject of scientific
When the League of Nations was established in
dispute, international agreement on appropriate
1920, they set up the League of Nations Health
measures was difficult to achieve. Seven such
Organization. After World War II, the United
international conferences, spanning a period
Nations took over all other health organizations
of 41 years, were convened before any of them
and established the WHO.
resulted in an international agreement among
several countries. The seventh conference, in

During the 1945 United Nations Conference

Venice in 1892, finally resulted in a convention.

on International Organizations, Szeming Sze, a

It dealt only with the sanitary control of ships

delegate from the Republic of China, consulted

transiting the Suez Canal and was an attempt to

with Norwegian and Brazilian delegates about the

prevent the introduction of cholera.

creation of an international health organization
under the auspices of the new United Nations.

Five years later, in 1897, sixteen of the 19 states
After failing to pass a resolution on the issue,
that had participated in the Venice Conference
Alger Hiss, the conference's secretary-general,
signed a convention on bubonic plague. While
proposed that a declaration be made on the

6

Fórum FAAP de Discussão Estudantil – 2022
GUIA DE ESTUDOS / STUDY GUIDE

creation of such an organization. Sze and other

and child health, nutrition and environmental

delegates lobbied for this and a declaration

sanitation. Its first piece of legislation concerned

was passed calling for an international health

the production of accurate statistics on the

conference. The use of the word "world"

spread and morbidity of diseases. The logo of

instead of "international" emphasized the truly

the World Health Organization shows the staff

global nature of what the organization sought

of Asclepius as a symbol of healing.

to accomplish. The Constitution of the World
With the origin and establishment of our council
Health Organization was signed on July 22,
out of the way, it is also of large importance to
1946, by all 51 countries of the United Nations
highlight the operational history of the World
and by 10 other countries. It thus became the
Health Organization:
first specialized agency of the United Nations
to be signed by all its members. Its Constitution

1947: The WHO established an epidemiological

officially came into force on the first World

information service via telex.

Health Day on 7 April 1948, when it was ratified
1950: A mass tuberculosis inoculation drive
by the 26th Member State.
using the BCG vaccine gets under way. 1955: The
The first session of the World Health Assembly

malaria eradication programme was launched,

ended on 24 July 1948, following the approval of

although objectives were later modified. (In

a budget of US$5 million (then GB£1,250,000) for

most areas, the programme goals became

1949. Andrija Štampar was the first President of the

control instead of eradication.)

Assembly, and G. Brock Chisholm was appointed
1958: Viktor Zhdanov, Deputy Minister of Health
Director-General of WHO, having served as
for the USSR, called on the World Health Assembly
Executive Secretary during the planning phase.
to undertake a global initiative to eradicate
The Assembly's first priorities were to control
smallpox, resulting in Resolution WHA11.54.
the spread of malaria, tuberculosis and sexually
transmitted infections, and to improve maternal

7
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1965: The first report on diabetes mellitus and

between the Food and Agriculture Organization

the creation of the International Agency for

(FAO), the United Nations Development Programme

Research on Cancer.

(UNDP), and the World Bank.

1966: The WHO moved its headquarters from the

1975: The WHO launched the Special Programme

Ariana wing at the Palace of Nations to a newly

for Research and Training in Tropical diseases

constructed HQ elsewhere in Geneva.

(the TDR). Co-sponsored by UNICEF, UNDP, and
the World Bank, it was established in response

1967: The WHO intensified the global smallpox
to a 1974 request from the WHA for an intensive
eradication campaign by contributing
effort to develop improved control of tropical
$2.4 million annually to the effort and adopted a new

diseases. The TDR's goals are, firstly, to support

disease surveillance method, at a time when 2 million

and coordinate international research into

people were dying from smallpox per year. The

diagnosis, treatment and control of tropical

initial problem the WHO team faced was inadequate

diseases; and, secondly, to strengthen research

reporting of smallpox cases. WHO established a

capabilities within endemic countries.

network of consultants who assisted countries in
1976: The WHA enacted a resolution on disability
setting up surveillance and containment activities. The
prevention and rehabilitation, with a focus on
WHO also helped contain the last European outbreak
community-driven care.
in Yugoslavia in 1972. After over two decades of
fighting smallpox, a Global Commission declared in

1977 and 1978: The first list of essential medicines

1979 that the disease had been eradicated – the first

was drawn up, and a year later the ambitious

disease in history to be eliminated by human effort.

goal of "Health For All" was declared.

1974:

1986: The WHO began its global programme

The

Expanded

Programme

on

Immunizationand the control programme of

on

onchocerciasis was started, an important partnership

discrimination against sufferers was attended to
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and in 1996 the Joint United Nations Programme

2001: The measles initiative was formed, and

on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) was formed.

credited with reducing global deaths from the
disease by 68% by 2007.

1988: The Global Polio Eradication Initiative
2002: The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis

was established.

and Malaria was drawn up to improve the
1995:

WHO

established

an

independent
resources available.

International Commission for the Certification of
Dracunculiasis Eradication (Guinea worm disease

2006: The organization endorsed the world's first

eradication; ICCDE). The ICCDE recommends

official HIV/AIDS Toolkit for Zimbabwe, which

to WHO which countries fulfill requirements

formed the basis for global prevention, treatment,

for certification. It also has a role in advising

and support of the plan to fight the AIDS pandemic.

on progress made towards elimination of
2016: Following the perceived failure of the
transmission and processes for verification.
response to the West Africa Ebola outbreak,
highlighted

the World Health Emergencies programme was

gains in child survival, reduced infant mortality,

formed, changing the WHO from just being

increased life expectancy and reduced rates of

a "normative" agency to one that responds

"scourges" such as smallpox and polio on the

operationally to health emergencies.

1998:

WHO's

Director-General

fiftieth anniversary of WHO's founding. He did,
Moving on into the scope of our committee,
however, accept that more had to be done to
the WHO's Constitution states that its objective
assist maternal health and that progress in this
"is the attainment by all people of the highest
area had been slow.
possible level of health"
2000: The Stop TB Partnership was created along
The WHO accomplishes this goal through its
with the UN's formulation of the Millennium
functions, which are defined in its constitution:
Development Goals.
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•

•

•

To act as the directing and coordinating

cialized agencies where necessary, the pre-

authority on international health work;

vention of accidental injuries;

to establish and maintain effective collabo-

•

to promote, in cooperation with other spe-

ration with the United Nations, specialized

cialized agencies where necessary, the impro-

agencies, governmental health administra-

vement of nutrition, housing, sanitation,

tions, professional groups and such other

recreation, economic or working conditions

organizations as may be deemed appropriate;

and other aspects of environmental hygiene;

to assist Governments, upon request, in

•

strengthening health services;

to promote cooperation among scientific
and professional groups which contribute to
the advancement of health;

•

to furnish appropriate technical assistance
and, in emergencies, necessary aid upon the

•

request or acceptance of Governments;

to propose conventions, agreements and
regulations, and make recommendations
with respect to international health matters

•

to provide or assist in providing, upon the
and to perform
request of the United Nations, health services and facilities to special groups, such as

•

the peoples of trust territories;
•

•

By 2012, WHO increase its Constitution with
public health guideline:

to establish and maintain such administrative

•

providing leadership on matters critical to

and technical services as may be required, inclu-

health and engaging in partnerships where

ding epidemiological and statistical services;

joint action is needed;

to stimulate and advance work to eradicate

•

epidemic, endemic and other diseases;

shaping the research agenda and stimulating
the generation, translation, and dissemination of valuable knowledge;

•

to promote, in cooperation with other spe-
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•

PROBLEM’S BACKGROUND

setting norms and standards and promoting
and monitoring their implementation;

Before
•

articulating

ethical

and

evidence-based

deciding

which

paths

the

global

community must take to prevent the worldwide

policy options;

pandemic, it is of the utmost importance to
understand the paths already taken in the

•

providing

technical

support,

catalyzing
history of mankind. After all, COVID 19 is not the

change, and building sustainable institutiofirst disease to attack the globe.
nal capacity; and
The Spanish flu - The great Influenza Pandemic
•

monitoring the health situation and assessing health trends.

The Spanish flu, also known as the most severe
pandemic in all history, was first noticed in the

•

CRVS (civil registration and vital statistics)
United States in the year 1918 and got eradicated
to provide monitoring of vital events (birth,
only a year later. The disease that caused more
death, wedding, divorce).
than 50 million deaths and contaminated about

The WHO committee´s main objective is to analyze

one-third of the population at that time was

the measures taken before and during the last

caused by the infamous Influenza virus.

pandemic and use it as a parameter to avoid that
The virus is transmitted from person to person
from happening again. During the debate, we expect
through airborne respiratory secretions, which
that you could understand the bygone inefficiencies
means that any person could get infected by
and come up with solutions which can be taken by
only breathing. As previously seen, the infection
all countries to prevent the next pandemic. Also, it
potential of this disease is gigantic, and, due
must be said that the committee is not a mandatory
to the post-war scenario, it was even more
character, therefore, only recommendations on
potentiated, causing even more people to suffer
how we should proceed to avoid the next pandemic
from the so-called Spanish influenza pandemic.
should be carried out by this council.
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Spread in three different waves, the pandemic

worldwide were limited to non-pharmaceutical

started in March 1918, still during World War I.

interventions such as isolation, quarantine,

Spread throughout the western of Europe, the

good personal hygiene, use of disinfectants,

first stage of the Influenza-caused pandemic

and limitations of public gatherings, which were

was considered comparatively mild, when taken

applied unevenly.

in consideration its next stages. With its start
recognized in August of the same year, the

Photo 1: The inﬂuenza ward

second wave of the disease was, unfortunately,
much more lethal than the one the world had
seen in march. With pneumonia not only as the
Image: The inﬂuenza ward at Walter Reed Hospital, Washington, D.C., during the 1918-19 epidemic.
(Library of Congress, Washington, D.C)

main influence on the growth in the number of
deaths, killing its victims in only two days, the
infection rate of the disease soared, reaching

The Black Death - the Plague
numbers considered impossible at the time,
causing, in a specific region, the number of

The Black Death [or the Plague], was a

infected to reach an incredible 6674 people, only

devastating global epidemic of bubonic plague

6 days after the discovery of the first infected.

that struck Europe and Asia in the mid-1300s.The

And last but not least, the final wave of the

plague arrived in Europe in October 1347, when

pandemic, which happened in the Winter-Spring

12 ships from the Black Sea docked at the Sicilian

from 1919, added even more to the death toll,

port of Messina, Italy.

subsiding only in the summer of that same year.
With no vaccine to protect against influenza
infection and no antibiotics to treat secondary
bacterial infections that can be associated
with

influenza

infections,

control

efforts
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aboard the ships were dead, and those still alive

Photo 2: The Sicilian ‘Death Ships’

were gravely ill and covered in black boils that
ooze blood and pus. In Sicily, authorities hastily
ordered the fleet of “death ships'' out of the
harbor. Not long after it struck Messina, the
Black Death spread to the port of Marseilles in
France and the port of Tunis in North Africa. Then
it reached Rome and Florence, two cities at the
center of an elaborate web of trade routes. By

Italians boarding boats on the port of Messina during
the Black Plague epidemic, drawn by CL Auguste
(1841-1905.) Wellcome Collection, CC BY

the middle of 1348, the Black Death had struck
Paris, Bordeaux, Lyon and London.

However, even before the so-called “death ships”
pulled into port at Messina, many Europeans

The symptoms of the Black Death were blood

had heard rumors about a “Great Pestilence”

and pus seeping out of strange swellings, which

that was carving a deadly path across the trade

were followed by a host of other unpleasant

routes of the Near and Far East. Indeed, in the

evilness—fever,

early 1340s, the disease had struck China, India,

terrible aches and pains—and then, in short

Persia, Syria and Egypt. The plague is thought

order, death. Scientists today have discovered

to have originated in Asia over 2,000 years ago

that the Bubonic Plague attacks the lymphatic

and was likely spread by trading ships, though

system, causing swelling in the lymph nodes.

recent research has indicated the pathogen

If untreated, the infection can spread to the

responsible for the Black Death may have existed

blood or lungs. The Plague was terrifyingly,

in Europe as early as 3000 B.C. According to the

indiscriminately contagious, the Italian poet

first europeans report of the illness, people

Giovanni Boccaccio wrote, “The mere touching

gathered on the docks across the continent and

of the clothes, appeared to itself to communicate

were met with a horrifying surprise: Most sailors

the malady to the toucher.” The disease was also

13
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terrifyingly efficient. People who were perfectly

In fact, so many sheep died that one of the

healthy when they went to bed at night could be

consequences of the Black Death was a European

dead by morning. Also, Europeans were scarcely

wool shortage. And many people, desperate to

equipped for the horrible reality of the Black

save themselves, even abandoned their sick and

Death. “In men and women alike,”

dying loved ones. “Thus doing,” Boccaccio wrote,
“each thought to secure immunity for himself.”

Boccaccio wrote, “at the beginning of the
malady, certain swellings, either on the groin

Therefore, in the late 1340s the multi-century

or under the armpits...waxed to the bigness of

pandemic swept through Asia and Europe. The

a common apple, others to the size of an egg,

plague killed an estimated 25 million people,

some more and some less, and these the vulgar

almost a third of the continent’s population.

named plague-boils.”

Though the Black Death lingered on for centuries,
particularly in cities. Outbreaks included the

During those times, physicians relied on crude and
Great Plague of London (1665-66), in which
unsophisticated techniques such as bloodletting
70,000 residents died.
and boil-lancing (practices that were dangerous
as well as unsanitary) and superstitious practices

On an important note, the plague never really

such as burning aromatic herbs and bathing in

ended, it returned with a vengeance years

rosewater or vinegar. Meanwhile, in a panic,

later from the 1300s to the 1600s. But officials

healthy people did all they could to avoid the

in the Venetian-controlled port city of Ragusa

sickness. Doctors refused to see patients; priests

were able to slow its spread by keeping arriving

refused to administer last rites; and shopkeepers

sailors in isolation until it was clear they were not

closed their stores. Many people fled the cities

carrying the disease—creating social distance

for the countryside, but even there they could

that relied on isolation to slow the spread of the

not escape the disease: It affected cows, sheep,

disease. The sailors were initially held on their

goats, pigs and chickens as well as people.

ships for 30 days (a trentino), a period that was

14
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later increased to 40 days, or a quarantine—the

around the globe by June. After the end of the

origin of the term “quarantine” and a practice

pandemic, it was declared that between 151.700

still used today.

and 575.400 people had died.

Today, scientists understand that the Black Death,

According to WHO, before the H1N1 pandemic

now known as the plague, is spread by a bacillus

in 2009, the influenza A(H1N1) virus had never

called Yersinia pestis. (The French biologist

been identified as a cause of infections in

Alexandre Yersin discovered this germ at the end

people. Genetic analyses of this virus have shown

of the 19th century.)They know that the bacillus

that it originated from animal influenza viruses

travels from person to person through the air,

and is unrelated to the human seasonal H1N1

as well as through the bite of infected fleas and

viruses that have been in general circulation

rats. Both of these pests could be found almost

among people since 1977, because of its unique

everywhere in medieval Europe, but they were

combination of genes.

particularly at home aboard ships of all kinds—
“Though the 2009 flu pandemic primarily
which is how the deadly plague made its way
affected children and young and middle-aged
through one European port city after another.
adults, the impact of the (H1N1)pdm09 virus on
the global population during the first year was

THE H1N1 PANDEMIC

less severe than that of previous pandemics. It

The H1N1 pandemic, caused by the H1N1

is estimated that 0.001 percent to 0.007 percent

influenza virus, was a global health crisis declared

of the world’s population died of respiratory

by the World Health Organization (WHO) from

complications associated with (H1N1)pdm09

June 2009 to August 2010. It is believed that the

virus infection during the first 12 months the

disease started in January, in a small region of

virus circulated”, says the Centers for Disease

central Mexico, leading to reported cases in Texas

Control and Prevention (CDC).

and California by March and then 74 countries
A massive global vaccine effort led by the

15
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US helped end the pandemic, but the H1N1

contagious

supperfices,

and

contaminated

virus is still with us. Every year it circulates as a

material (such as sharing drinks). It killed about 3

seasonal flu, causing sickness, hospitalization

out of 10 people infected, and the ones who didn't

and deaths. More than ten years later, health

die, usually were left with pockmarked scars.

professionals maintain their efforts towards
Seems bad right? Take in mind that these
better understanding the virus, preventing
numbers are from Europe, Asia, and Arabia.
diseases, and preparing for the next pandemic.
It really gotbworse when it had contact with
“Stopping a virus is complex work, made all
the indigenous people, which had no natural
the harder by human activity: from the way we
immunity to it. The first European explorers
produce our food to the way we travel”, says
brought the Smallpox with them to the
Harriet Constable, author of the article “The
Americas, turning it into one of the world's
Reasons Swine Flu Could Return”.
worst pandemics ever seen, generating over
400,000 deaths. That’s 90-95% of the indigenous

THE SMALLPOX PANDEMIC

population wiped out over a century.

Smallpox is an infectious disease caused by two
Being one of the worst happenings in history, it
virus variants: Variola major and Variola minor.
left us with a huge lesson: Vaccines. In the late
The symptoms of the disease are numerous, such
18th century, Edward Jenner, a British doctor,
as fevers, vomiting, mouth ulcers and skin hash,
discovered that the milkmaids were immune to
which can turn into blisters filled with fluid. It is
Smallpox. Why? Cowpox. This other virus was way
suggested that Smallpox has existed for at least
less harmful than the actual Smallpox, and if it
3,000 years, but it's pandemic started in 1870,
were inoculated into a human, it could make the
taking 4 long years to “end”.
tragic disease weak. Jenner inoculated his own 8
It was one of the deadliest pandemic in history,

years old son with Cowpox and exposed him to the

being transmitted by the air, contact with

actual virus, demonstrating that it really worked,

16
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and consequently, turning the whole game.

environment for dissemination of the bacteria.

Smallpox is known today as the disease that

Cholera is surely more controlled in the actual

“created” the actual methods we use today for

days than it was back in the 1800s, but it is

most of virus treatments: the prevention with a

still a big trouble worldwide. Researchers from

vaccine. After the doctor’s discovery, everybody

CDC estimate that it kills about 95,000 people

started vaccinating all over the world, bringing

every year, demonstrating our lack of social

us to the end of Smallpox in 1979, when it had

development.

been eradicated.

Photo 3: Major outbreaks of cholera since 2000

THE CHOLERA PANDEMIC
The first Cholera Pandemic originated in India, in
1817, caused by a bacteria called Vibrio cholerae.
It is a diarrheal illness that causes diarrhea
itself, vomiting, leg cramps, and consequently,
dehydration. There were a total of 7 cholera

Selected outbreaks in red, with associated case

pandemics in history, demonstrating that the

fatality rates (where reported). Countries with

bacteria were actually worse than everyone

imported cases between 2004 and 2009 are in

thought it were.

blue. Image: thelancet.com

It is transmitted via water or food that's had

It isn’t completely solved till today, but we’ve

contact with feces from someone contaminated.

made a long walk since it started. Our history

That is one of the reasons that it developed [and

of development in the sanitarium aspect began

develops] so well in places like India, where they

with a doctor, John Snow. He noticed that the

don’t get an actual basic sanitation. The water

bacteria maybe weren’t being transmitted by

is not well treated, resulting in the perfect

‘the air (like they thought it were), but water.
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“He acted like Sherlock Holmes” - says Dave

Covid-19 , which nowadays has spread to nearly

Roos. Snow tracked all the Cholera cases and

the entire world. As of the 30/11/2021 the disease

created a geographic chart, leading him to the

has infected approximately 262 millions of people,

Broad Street pump, which were removed by

from which 5,21 million have lost their lives.

officials later, lowering drastically the cases rate.
This illness is mainly transmitted via the
Snow didn't end cholera itself, but it was a huge

respiratory route when people inhale droplets

advertisement for the whole world to take

and small airborne particles (that form an aerosol)

more care when the topic is treating water. This

that infected people breath out as they breathe,

discovery led to more research and improvement

talk, cough, sneeze, or sing. Infected people are

in the sanitary aspects, which are extremely

more likely to transmit COVID-19 when they are

important to deal with the spread of numerous

physically close. However, infection can occur

diseases. Of course cholera is still a big problem

over longer distances, particularly indoors.

in smaller countries, and Doctor Snow didn’t give
Signs

and

symptoms

include

respiratory

the world's solution for it, but the most important
symptoms, fever, cough and shortness of
thing is that we are still working and making
breath. In more severe cases, infection can
progress, significantly reducing the number of
cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory
cases each day and saving lives while we develop.
syndrome

and

sometimes

death.

Standard

recommendations to prevent the spread of

COVID-19

COVID-19 include frequent cleaning of hands

And we finally arrived at the part that everyone

using alcohol-based hand rub or soap and water;

was waiting for and that probably motivated you

covering the nose and mouth with a flexed

to join this committee. In late 2019, in Wuhan ,China

elbow or disposable tissue when coughing

it discovered a severe acute respiratory syndrome

and sneezing; and avoiding close contact with

due to the CORONAVIRUS 2 (SARS-CoV-2), the

anyone that has a fever and cough.
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PREVIOUS RESOLUTIONS

presenting more cases and deaths than the rest of
the world combined (apart from China). We also

We can start our journey on WHO’s COVID
offered instant and accurate information about
history by january 9, 2020. On this day, the World
COVID-19 on WhatsApp, helping people around
Health Organization reported and notificated a
the world to understand the whole scenario.
statement about the Chinese authorities, that
has determined the outbreak was being caused

At June's final days, we launched the ACT-

by a novel coronavirus. This was the actual first

Accelerator partnership, a support for the most

steps that the committee took on the disease

successful global effort in history to develop

spread: notification and alerts.

tools to fight a disease. The investment counted
with more than 31 billion dollars, determined for

By 10-12 january, WHO had already published a
diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines. We also
package of documents for countries, supplied
hosted a lot of online summits, counting with
with helpful information on managing and
over 1000 researchers and scientists all over the
dealing with it. This was an essential task to
world, all united for COVID’s cause.
be solved, which explains all the other similar
packages of instructions that were sent and

In July, WHO announced that hydroxychloroquine

published by our committee.

arms of the Solidarity trial to find an effective
COVID treatment were being discontinued.

About 20 days later, the Director-General
We must search for effective and improved
declared coronavirus a public health emergency
treatments, and this requires us to abandon the
of international concern (PHEIC). That act was
ones that aren’t bringing promissory results.
a big alarm to the whole world about COVID’s
A few months passed by, and in October WHO

disease, since PHEIC is WHO’s highest alarm level.

called for world leaders to support the access to
By march 2020, we announced that Europe
COVID-19 tools, such as the (ACT)-Accelerator,
had become the epicenter of the pandemic,
preparing the world for the next pandemics.
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Speaking about next pandemics, in December

PANORAMAS

authorities at South Africa announced the

SOUTH AFRICA

detection of a new variant of the disease: SARSSouth Africa developed the “South African
CoV-2, that was spreading rapidly through Africa.
COVID-19

Vulnerability

Index

Dashboard”,

A couple days later, we also issued a Disease
an online mapping tool that reflects the
Outbreak of the new variant in the UK.
vulnerability of South Africa’s citizens to COVIDOn

31

December,

we

recommended

an

19 according to their specific location. By

emergency validation for a COVID vaccine,

determining the populations most at risk to the

emphasizing the need for global access. That

virus, the dashboard enables the government

also assimilates to the intresses in our global

to work ahead of the virus and fine-tune

consultation, that happened in February of 2021,

interventions that are catered towards the

where we discussed variants' effect on vaccines.

most vulnerable, in turn, ensuring no one gets
left behind. According to the New England

In February there was also a G7 virtual meeting,
Journal of Medicine, the country’s response to
where

(ACT)-Accelerator

received

over

4
the pandemic has comprised eight overlapping

billion dollars of new investments, destined to
stages while dealing with the difficulties of
vaccine studies and preparations for the next
preventive

interventions,

due

to

poverty,

world pandemic.
unemployment and informal settlements.
Concluding, that was a basic listing of the most

ALBANIA

important steps we took about COVID-19 and
prevention from possible next world pandemics.

Since the beginning, Albania has experienced
We hope that you delegates can have a great
several waves of the pandemic. Despite the fact
spectrum view over our committee's previous
that the country acted quickly to contain the
resolutions, helping you out on analyzing the
spread of the virus, future resilience may be at
next steps we will take.
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Antigua and Barbuda

risk. The government has put in place numerous
measures (amounting to 4% of GDP) to support

In 2020, the Government implemented a series
the healthcare system, enterprises and households
of measures designed to respond to the health,
affected by the confinement measures. The
economic and social impacts of the virus. These
pandemic had a significant negative economic
interventions include a substantial increase in
impact in Albania, as it was still recovering from
health sector expenditure equivalent to 0.5%
the earthquake in late 2019. The short-term risk to
of GDP, the deployment of international disease
human life from the COVID-19 has been curtailed
specialists and a robust testing and quarantine
thanks to authorities’ early response and citizens’
program, which has contributed to significant
respect of confinement orders.
containment of the spread. Nowadays, the
country received vaccine donations from Spain

GERMANY

and Canada.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Germany

SAUDI ARABIA

has shown several elements of success across the
four phases of the preparedness and response

Saudi Arabia is the largest county in the Arabian
framework:

prevent,

detect,

contain,

and
Peninsula. It has a well-established health-care

treat. The country’s incredibly strong enabling
system that is offered for free to all residents.
environment, including a good local public
Saudi Arabia has unique experience in using
and health care system and expert scientific
scientific tools for planning and conducting
institutions, has largely contributed to this
mass gathering events. In 2010, the Saudi health
broad-based progress. Germany has the fourth
ministry established the Global Center for Mass
largest economy in the world, and as a result,
Gatherings Medicine and developed a set of
the country’s capacity of the healthcare system
risk assessment tools for mass gathering events,
is considered to be very high.
including the Jeddah tool for religious mass
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gathering events and the Salem tool for small

the country of Azerbaijan. First of all, the

to medium mass gathering events. Furthermore,

economy of Azerbaijan is dependent on oil, and

the Saudi Arabian Ministry of Health organized

COVID–19 further harmed its economy beyond

a daily press conference to ensure a reliable

just falling oil prices. In 2021, unemployment

source of information for the community on the

numbers drastically increased, with 300,000

ongoing situation, procedures and efforts.

people officially registering as unemployed.
The spread of COVID–19 in Azerbaijan has had a

AUSTRALIA

negative impact on both the livelihoods of citizens
and the economy of the country. Although the

While

Australia

does

have

considerable
government of Azerbaijan has taken serious

advantages in terms of geographic isolation
measures to stop the spread of COVID–19 in the
and population density, Australia’s successful
country, cases are still relatively high.
response to COVID-19 proves that a strong
public health response enforced by a democratic

BOLIVIA

government focused on vigilant testing, tracing
and quarantine is the key to fighting a pandemic.

Bolivia is one of the poorest countries in Latin

Even after experiencing a second surge of cases

America with a gross domestic product of

last year, Australia swiftly learned from its

around US$3500 per capita, health spending of

mistakes and cases never rose over 1,000 for a

approximately $220 per capita, a labor market

population of 25.36 million. All of this has been

dominated by informal work, and a weak health

achieved without vaccinations: Australia only

system. However, in the response to COVID-19,

began its vaccination program on Feb 21, 2021.

Bolivia has fared better than other health systems
in the region and provides insight with regard

AZERBAIJAN

to the implementation of subnational nonpharmaceutical interventions and supporting

The COVID–19 pandemic has severely impacted
workers without social protection. Besides,
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Bolivia highlights the importance of labor market

measures to try to bring it under control.

structures for understanding the spread of

According

SARS-CoV-2. Non-salaried, unprotected workers

death in Brazil is the overwhelming amount

and their families have been disproportionately

of disinformation circulating in communities

affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

across the country. Masks, physical distancing

to

MSF:

“Fuelling

sickness

and

and the restriction of movement and non-

BOTSWANA

essential activities, are shunned and politicized.
In addition, hydroxychloroquine (an anti-malarial

Botswana’s National Vaccine Deployment Plan was
medication) and ivermectin (an anti-parasitic
ready a month before the first vaccines arrived in
drug) are touted by politicians as the panacea to
late March. The country’s national plan showed a
the COVID-19 pandemic and prescribed by doctors
76% acceptance rate of the vaccination among the
as both COVID-19 prophylaxis and treatment”.
public. Crucially, Botswana planned for a range
of scenarios and challenges before the rollout

BULGARIA

began, including uncertainty around the supply
of vaccines. Good financing, including resource

In November 2021, Bulgaria led the global

mobilization, as well as constant monitoring and

rankings for COVID-related deaths per capita.

evaluation tools based on good data collection all

Covid was responsible for a ½ billion decline

strengthened Botswana’s early rollout.

(12%) of exports of the garment industry in
2020. According to the Bulgarian association for

BRAZIL

textile, apparel and leather (BATOK) the textile
industry is one of the most affected by the

Brazil does not have an effective plan in place
Covid pandemic. The sector is extremely exportto deal with the pandemic. The pandemic in
oriented, and in the countries for which Bulgarian
the country has become politicized, and the
companies work, serious restrictions have been
government has not adopted science-based
imposed, which has hampered supply chains.
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BURUNDI

Besides that, the measure “60/40” is the most
popular measure in Bulgaria in support of

Burundi, one of the last countries in the world
employment during the COVID-19 pandemic. It
to inoculate its people against Covid-19, only
is aimed at helping to preserve jobs in Bulgarian
received its first batch of vaccines in October.
enterprises affected by the pandemic and the
The East African country, whose leaders had
introduced state of emergency in the country in
previously downplayed the severity of the
March 2020.
coronavirus pandemic, took delivery of 500,000
donated doses of China's Sinopharm vaccine.

BURKINA FASO

Besides, the COVID-19 pandemic and associated

Burkina Faso was already facing a complex

border

closures

resulted

in

a

slowdown

humanitarian and security crisis for the five years

of Burundi’s economy, which threatens to

at least when COVID-19 arrived in the country.

deteriorate living standards. Due to that, the

As populations have fled conflict-affected areas,

IMF approved emergency financial assistance

the demand for health services has continued to

under the Rapid Credit Facility.

grow while attacks have decreased the number

CANADA

of functioning health facilities. The provision
of quality health services has been hindered by

Canada’s 10 provincial and 3 territorial governments
a weak health system marked with poor data
have jurisdiction over most health care issues.
and

low-quality

comprehensive

emergency
The provincial chief medical officers of health

health service including COVID-19 response.
issued directives on mask mandates, testing, and
Despite these major challenges, the country has
contact tracing. The premier of each province (the
cautiously slowed down on drastic measures
equivalent of a US state governor) had the power
including opening back schools and airports
to issue broad directives on all issues, including
after lockdown and border closure measures to
business closures and stay-at-home orders for
slow the spread of COVID-19.
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the entire population. The federal government

government put in place a comprehensive set

was responsible for 3 main issues: border control,

of public health measures to stop the spread

vaccine procurement, and approval of drugs and

of the disease and a sizable fiscal package to

vaccines. After a relatively slow start, Canada has

strengthen the health system’s capacity to

achieved higher rates of both first and second

manage the pandemic and limit the economic

vaccine doses than most countries.

and

social

fallout

of

the

crisis.

Notably,

Colombia’s social protection system expanded

CHINA

its coverage to three million new households
by the end of 2020, and throughout that year it

China was the first country affected and held
provided additional cash transfers to almost 4.5
the world’s interest as it battled to understand
million beneficiaries of existing programs. These
and contain the new pathogen. But China has
and other mitigation measures are estimated to
reported only 0.05% of the total number of
have kept approximately 632,000 people out of
global cases despite making up 19% of the
poverty, narrowing a crisis-induced increase in
world’s population. China mobilized quickly and
the headcount poverty rate.
within two months had contained the epidemic
and eliminated local infections in the country. In

SOUTH KOREA

China, the government has drilled the population
to mobilize to get back to zero cases with each

South Korea’s response to the pandemic shows

new surge of the virus. Visas for foreigners remain

that high-tech solutions can help protect against

hard to come by and Chinese people are still not

disease, but these work together with social

having their passports renewed after they expire.

interventions. While South Korea has had to
introduce some control measures to limit the

COLOMBIA

spread of the virus – there have been curfews for
businesses and limits on the size of gatherings in

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, the Colombian
2021 – it has avoided full lockdowns and border
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closures while keeping cumulative confirmed

the onset of the crisis, accounted for around 12

COVID cases relatively low. In the end, The South

percent of GDP, 10 percent of employment, and

Korean experience reveals just how effective

4 percent of GDP in foreign currency earnings.

locally delivered and individually tailored self-

Egypt entered the COVID-19 crisis with sizable

isolation systems can be.

buffers, thanks to reforms implemented since
2016 to restore macroeconomic imbalances. As

CUBA

a result, the government was able to quickly
respond with a comprehensive support package

Cuba's long-standing commitment to health
while preserving economic stability.
has led to a successful COVID-19 pandemic
response, but it is threatened by financial and

SPAIN

supplier issues. After keeping SARS-CoV-2 at bay
for most of 2020, Cuba has experienced a surge

Spain greatly increased its response capacities

of infections in 2021. The pandemic has been

after the first wave of this virus. An improved

extremely expensive. Gross domestic product

test-trace-isolate strategy was implemented in

shrunk by 11% in 2020. Instead of the usual 4

May of 2020. All strategies and protocols were

million tourists, Cuba played host to just 80 000.

integrated into an updated early response

The long-standing economic blockade imposed

plan, adapted at the regional level, including

by the USA has taken a heavy toll.

provisions
surveillance,

EGYPT

for

increasing

epidemiological

test-trace-isolate

procedures,

strategic reserves, and health-care capacity.
However, weaknesses persist in the system,

Like most emerging markets, the COVID-19
with chronic underinvestment in primary health
pandemic has been an enormous shock for the
care, public health, digitalization, research and
Egyptian economy. The fallout was immediately
innovation, bureaucratic procedures, and with
felt through a sudden stop in tourism—which, at
little availability of trained professionals.
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UNITED STATES

hit this country. Now, the Fijian government
is pursuing vaccination uptake through hard-

As the country raced to react to this new and
line regulations: the government this month
terrifying scourge, mistakes were made that
announced a “no jab, no job” policy, in which
together cost hundreds of thousands of lives.
anyone who has not received at least a first dose
During the pandemic’s crucial early days and
by then and does not have a valid exemption will
weeks, then President Donald Trump and
not be permitted to enter their workplace.
other authority figures actively minimized the
virus’s threat. In addition, the U.S. did not do

PHILIPPINES

an adequate job of isolating those who were
known or suspected to be infected (or had

The Philippines faces a big storm in that it’s

recently traveled to a high-risk area), tracing

grappling with the more ferocious delta variant

their contacts or requiring quarantines for

at the same time as it works with an inadequate

those who were exposed. Besides, the pandemic

testing regime and sees disruptions to its economy

exposed and exacerbated deep-rooted racial

and

and economic inequities in health and health

continues to rage. Meanwhile, the outbreak has

care. Black and Hispanic individuals and other

extracted large economic and social costs, as

people of color were sickened with, and died of,

shown in metrics related to quality of life.

people’s

livelihoods

as

the

pandemic

COVID at disproportionately high rates.

FRANCE
FIJI

France is one of the European countries hardest

While the pandemic ravaged the rest of the world

hit by the Covid-19 pandemic. The pandemic

last year, Pacific Island countries like Fiji tightened

brought into light structural weaknesses of the

their borders and managed to remain practically

health system, including its governance and

coronavirus-free. But severe outbreaks have now

decision-making process, but also provoked
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contact tracing despite the country’s geography.

changes that helped to improve its resilience.
President Macron set two priorities: saving lives

INDIA

‘at all costs’ by stopping the spread of the virus;
and saving the Nation's economy. France has been

India, as a nation, has stood firmly to manage
struggling to find the right balance between the
the unprecedented challenge caused by COVIDrock of economic and social damages caused
19 infections, with both government and nonby strict containment measures and the hard
governmental support augmenting preventive
alternative of mounting deaths and pressure on
and thera
peutic health-care facilities, diag
the health care system.
nostic and research facilities, and tracking
services, to minimize the loss of human life. The

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

management model adopted at the national and

Besides the unfolding health crises, Equatorial

at the state level, has been well lauded nationally

Guinea has also suffered from a series of massive

and internationally during these trying times

accidental explosions at a military compound

for planning and execution. India has held on

ripped through Bata, its largest city. The twin

strong and has not witnessed a breakdown in

shocks of the pandemic and explosions were

the supply chain of health infrastructure despite

too much to overcome without emergency

the effect of the virus. India was also a nation

assistance. It is important to note that despite

that has provided the same treatment to its rich

the efforts deployed in preventing COVID-19,

and poor in this pandemic.

the country’s capacity to continue managing

IRAQ

the health emergency remains limited. Despite
the adverse impact on the economy, the

Iraq is a fragile state with 4.10 million people
government succeeded in effectively containing
still in need of humanitarian assistance and the
the pandemic, mainly through the early start of
coronavirus pandemic is likely to exacerbate
the vaccination campaign, and conducting strict
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existing socio-economic vulnerabilities, in an

about

Japan’s

initial

pandemic

outcome,

already volatile and politically unstable context.

which include low numbers of testing, an

According to the UN, 1.7 million people were

existing culture of mask-wearing, sanitation,

already in need of acute humanitarian assistance.

and certain degree of social distancing, the

The current coronavirus pandemic presents four

political environment and communication from

crises in Iraq: health, economic, socio-political

the government have also been accredited to

and security. Ensuring economic stability and

the so-called “success” of Japan’s pandemic

livelihood opportunities will be a critical part in

experience. There is broad consensus that after a

responding to all four challenges.

frustratingly slow start, the country’s vaccination
rollout has transformed into an impressive public

ITALY

health campaign, despite Japan’s complicated
historical relationship with inoculations.

Italy was hit by an unprecedented crisis: in
addition to being the first European country to

LEBANON

be heavily swept by the COVID-19 pandemic, Italy
was the first to introduce stringent lockdown

Lebanon has struggled with new cases, mostly

measures. Italy's multi-level governance structure

because the country is still reeling from

and its decentralized health care system have

concurrent economic, political, and security

allowed local governments (both regional and

crises, and also recovering from the August

municipalities) to tailor their responses to the

2020 Beirut port explosion. Besides, a complex

needs of their population and to proactively

web of state, nonstate, and international actors

adopt further measures.

exert influence over daily life in Lebanon. These
challenges make Lebanon one of the most

JAPAN

difficult places in the world to manage a Covid19 response and vaccination effort, and the

Though there are a number of potential guesses
country is in dire need of additional support.
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MEXICO

of Health, “by the time the first COVID-19 case
was detected in Nigeria, we had established

Mexico’s COVID-19 mortality rate is the world’s
testing capacity, trained health workers for case
fourth highest, behind Brazil, Colombia and
management,

identified

treatment

centers,

Argentina, which is probably due to the Mexican
prepositioned the supplies we needed and
government’s response and lack of sufficient
begun to raise public awareness on the risks of
precautions by the population. Vaccination
COVID-19 and preventive measures”.
is also facing problems: only 21% of Mexico’s
population

were

fully

inoculated

against

PARAGUAY

COVID-19 as of Aug. 7, 2021. Vaccine rollout has
lagged because of several failures by the federal

Paraguay's

health

government. Besides, Mexico is one of the few

fragmented, and receives one of the lowest

countries in the region with no international

investments in the South American region.

border-crossing policy.

Despite

these

system

is

disadvantages,

segmented,

under

the

leadership of the Ministry of Public Health and

NIGERIA

Social Welfare, the country made timely decisions
based on science and evidence to implement

The Federal Government demonstrated political
successful strategies to face the COVID-19
will to protect the Nigerian people by immediate
pandemic. Also, solidarity has been a hallmark
adoption of a whole of government response, in
of the COVID-19 pandemic response in Paraguay.
line with recommendations of the International
Many vulnerable communities have found ways
Health Regulations (IHR). The Federal Ministry
to survive in the crisis context by mobilizing
of Health established a multisectoral National
support

from

community

and

volunteer

Coronavirus Preparedness Group (NCPG) to
networks and civil society organizations, and
ensure a cohesive coordination of the country’s
also by accessing institutional forms of support,
preparedness efforts. According to the Minister
such as cash transfer programs.
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PORTUGAL

which have led to its success in ranking among
the lowest case fatality rate in the world.

Portugal is a semi-presidential system, and
both the Parliament and the Government

UNITED KINGDOM

enjoy legislative power. Flexibilization of public
procurement

rules

has

reduced

oversight

The United Kingdom has one of the biggest

for public expenditure, increasing risks of

publicly funded and organized health systems

corruption and inefficiency in a country already

in the world. The National Health System (NHS)

suffering from structural deficits in public-sector

in England covers accurate primary health care

accountability. The Government led the fight

and includes 35,000 general practitioners, 17,000

against the pandemic, making use of its double

nurses, 14,000 other staff involved in direct

hat as executive

patient care and nearly 70,000 administrative
and support staff. Therefore, the UK´s COVID-

and legislator. However, the need for a fast
19
response

to

the

challenges

presented

response

shows

the

cooperation

and

by
coordination in the health care area through the

the pandemic provided a setting where the
understanding of international communication
Government enjoyed limited checks on its powers.
(WHO),

absorbing

and

making

decisions

nationally (UK), and attending to the demand

QATAR

with subnational and local structure (British

The Government of Qatar has acted swiftly

government and GPs).

throughout the pandemic to restrict travel,

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

implement strict national public health measures,
rapidly expand hospital capacity, create industrial-

The Central African Republic faced a series of
scale quarantine, and isolation facilities and has
troubles during this pandemic, including that
injected significant support into the economy
some people still do not believe that the disease
to maintain wages during the pandemic: all of
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exists, thus jeopardizing efforts to counter it.

has in recent months lost its grip on the

COVID-19 is yet another threat compounding the

coronavirus SARS-CoV-2. Uruguayan scientists

consequences of conflicts, violence and a lengthy

and representatives attributed the country’s

crisis, all of which make the daily life of thousands

early success at keeping the pandemic in check

of Central Africans even more precarious.

to government officials following the advice of
the Honorary Scientific Advisory Group (GACH).

RUSSIA

But all of that changed in 2021. COVID-19 cases
began climbing in December. Researchers say

Russia has the highest vaccine hesitancy rates in
another reason for Uruguay’s recent spike is the
the world. During his annual call-in television
country’s geography.
special, “Direct Line,” in June, President Vladimir
Putin revealed that he had received the Sputnik V

VENEZUELA

vaccine, one of the four vaccines available in the
country. Most regional governments have recently

With

failing

public

services,

widespread

made vaccinations mandatory in the service,

scarcity of medical supplies, and rampant

trade, health care and transportation industries,

hunger and malnutrition before the pandemic,

imposing harsh punishments on employers who

Venezuela is ill equipped to cope with COVID-

fail to have at least 60% of workers vaccinated.

19. The government headed by Nicolás Maduro

Following a moderate contraction in 2020,

has spent years denying the existence of a

Russia’s economy was one of the first globally to

humanitarian crisis and resisting efforts to bring

return to its pre-pandemic size.

aid into the country. Now that the twin blows of
the pandemic and the collapse in oil prices have

URUGUAY

left it without resources, it has looked abroad
for humanitarian assistance while continuing to

Once looked to as a global model for how to
restrict and control aid deliveries.
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, Uruguay
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FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

given so far and expect to see you and the day
of the event.

Finally,

the

World

Health

Organization

Committee would like to welcome all Delegates

POSITION PAPER

to the event. We expect all participants to come
well studied and prepared about their country's

Position Papers is the official document drawn up

positions

pandemics.

by each nation, that each of you will summarize

Also, we hope to hear about the different and

your topics and interests for the debate. To

innovative projects that your delegation will

elaborate the documents, you could answer the

bring to the discussion.

following elements:

during

the

COVID-19

The Chair of the Committee would like to

1. When regarding the latest pandemics, has

encourage

your country been an example when dealing

the

delegates

to

research

the

historic solutions of your country regarding the

with it?

worldwide pandemics and appreciate a well2. What actions were taken by your country
rounded conversation on the days of the event.
when solving the last pandemics?
Therefore, look through solutions that match
the foreign relations of your nation and do

3. How is your country willing to act to avoid

deep-dived research on how the State over the

having to deal with future pandemics?

coronavirus situation.
4. In case we happen to see ourselves in
At the FORUM FAAP, we expect the delegations

another world pandemic situation, how

to follow the rules of procedure provided to

would your country act and what would its

everyone beforehand and urge the parties to

priorities be?

maintain the focus on the committee theme,
5. Do you plan to establish different protocols
which once again is “how to prepare for the next
to be used on a daily basis, not only to avoid
world pandemic”. We appreciate the attention
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having to deal with the topic in discussion
(world pandemics), but to improve world health
in general? If the answer to that question is
yes, what would these protocols be?
The Position Papers must follow these standards:
content in the upper right corner the coat of
arms or national emblem of the country of
representation, while the upper left field should
present the symbol of the committee. Between
the coat of arms and the committee logo, in the
upper case, must be the full name of the country.
At the bottom of the document, in the lower
right corner, the delegate must sign it. Make sure
that the document follows the uniform format
obliged by Forum FAAP.
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